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for his groom, which he continued to keep, in spite of the
increasing war-taxes, many a year after he had almost ceased
to ride. Once in three or four months he would have the
horses saddled and brought out. Then, with considerable
effort, he swung himself into the saddle, moved off at a quiet
amble, and in about fifteen or twenty minutes might be
seen returning from an excursion of two miles, under the
imagination that he had laid in a stock of exercise sufficient
for another period of a hundred days. Meantime Mr.
Lawson had sought his main consolation in the great classics
of elder days. His senior alumni were always working
tlieir way through some great scenic poet that had shaken
the stage of Athens ; and more than one of his classes, never
ending, still "beginning, were daily solacing him with the
gaieties of Horace, in his Epistles or in his Satires. The
Horatian jests indeed to him never grew old. On coming to
the plagosus Orbilius, or any other sally of pleasantry, he still
threw himself back in his arm-chair, as he had done through
fifty years, with what seemed heart-shaking bursts of sympa-
thetic ^merriment. Mr. LawsonT'inoleed'; tjoulo!. afforcTto be
sincerely mirthful over the word plagosus. There are
gloomy tyrants, exulting in the discipline of fear, to whom
and to whose pupils this word must call up remembrances
too degrading for any but affected mirth. Allusions that are
too fearfully personal cease to be subjects of playfulness.
Sycophancy only it is that laughs; and the artificial merri-
ment is but the language of shrinking and grovelling de-
precation. Different, indeed, was the condition of the
Manchester Grammar School It was honourable both
to the masters and the upper boys, through, whom only
such a result was possible, that in that school, during my
knowledge of it (viz. during the closing year of the
eighteenth century and the two opening years of the nine-
teenth), all punishments that appealed to the sense of bodily
pain had fallen into disuse ; and this at a period long before
any public agitatioiT'EaST begun to stir in that direction.
How then was discipline maintained ? It was maintained
through the self-discipline of the senior boys, and through
the efficacy of their example, combined with their system of
rules. Noble are the impulses of opening manhood where